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CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM
MEDICAL CARE OF PERSONS WITH SPINAL CORD INJURY

1.  PURPOSE:  This Veterans Health Administration (VHA) Directive defines the requirement
that Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) physicians complete the Continuing Medical
Education (CME) independent study “Medical Care of Persons with Spinal Cord Injury.”

2.  BACKGROUND:  The Spinal Cord Injury and Disorders (SCI) Strategic Healthcare Group,
in collaboration with the Employee Education System, (EES), has developed a CME Program to
ensure that VA physicians are well informed regarding the specific conditions that may confront
individuals with spinal cord injury and disorders.  Greater general awareness of the specialized
health issues facing persons with SCI is needed to ensure therapeutically appropriate clinical
decisions.  VA sees veterans with spinal cord injury and disorders in a variety of health care
settings.  This CME independent study (identified as EES’s 1998 Booklet, “Medical Care of
Persons with Spinal Cord Injury”) is one way VA can ensure provision of quality health care
across the continuum extending from the point of access in any clinic or hospital setting to the
availability of services in an SCI Center.  Its purpose is to help all physicians gain basic
knowledge so that any clinical encounter is better informed and more comfortable for both the
provider and the veteran.  This educational activity will enhance the ability of VA physicians and
other health care providers in improved management of the patient until a sub-specialist is
available.

3.  POLICY:  All VA physicians shall complete the independent study guide "Medical Care of
Persons with Spinal Cord Injury" as part of the VHA system-wide training program.  VHA's EES
designates this continuing medical education activity for a maximum of 10 hours in Category I
credit towards the American Medical Association (AMA) Physicians Recognition Award.
NOTE:  A message from the Under Secretary for Health, a CME examination, and EES’s 1998
Booklet, “Medical Care of Persons with Spinal Cord Injury,” has been forwarded to the Chief of
Staff at each facility by 102.

4.  ACTION:  VA medical center Directors are responsible for ensuring that this educational
program is completed by at least 90 percent of all full-time, part-time, and intermittent VA
physicians by September 30, 2000.  Chiefs of Staff may use the Academic Information
Management (AIM) Center computer system to monitor their individual facility's training
compliance.  System-wide compliance data will be provided by the AIM Center to the Employee
Education Service.  Most facility Chief of Staff Offices regularly access the AIM Center
computer system over the Integrated Data Communications Utility (IDCU) to enter medical
personnel training information into the database.  For instructions on accessing the AIM Center
for training compliance monitoring purposes, please see the AIM Center's "How to Access the
AIM Center Computer System" and "Physician Registration Instructions" included with the
mailing of the independent study booklet to all VA medical center Chief of Staff Offices.  Once a
physician is registered in the AIM medical personnel training information database, there is no
need to re-register them for this or subsequent independent studies.
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5.  REFERENCES:  None.

6.  RESCISSIONS:  This VHA directive will expire on September 30, 2000.

     S/ by Thomas Garthwaite, M.D. for
Kenneth W. Kizer, M.D., M.P.H.
Under Secretary for Health
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